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Presentation Notes
Lots of things to make policy, so why add another to the list?

I’ll be focusing on the Why and the How today; assume we know the Who (public entities) and What (EPP Policy), and the When varies



We’re supposed to lead by example

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Public entities in general are expected to lead by example – model what you’d like your citizens to do.

One way to make green procurement a viable option for your community, is to harness your purchasing power (we all know governments spend lots of money) to drive the market for green products.



Better return on investment than the stock market

Presenter
Presentation Notes
- These days, everything revolves around money or lack thereof.

Fortunately, EPP can be cost-neutral or even save you money immediately or over a period of time.

For example, invest in an LED exit sign and receive a return on your investment in less than 3 years since the LED signs use 80-95% less energy than incandescents and last 10-20 longer.



Upper-level support makes a big difference.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Naturally, some people will be more inclined to transition to green procurement.  

Some would need a bit of encouragement.  Knowing that there is high-level support for an idea can provide that encouragement.  



Mass education = efficient

Presenter
Presentation Notes
- Sometimes mass education can be both efficient and effective.  



Important 
components

 
of 

an EPP policy



“To be truly effective, the environmental 
purchasing policy language must be 
clear, it must avoid conflict with existing 
policy objectives, and must be 
implemented throughout the entire 
organization in a rigorous and systematic 
approach or the policy is ultimately 
meaningless.”

-

 

Scot Case, “Environmental Purchasing Policies 101”



Top three must-haves

•
 

Define EPP and it’s importance.
•

 
Define desired environmental attributes and 
balance them with cost, performance, and 
availability.

•
 

Develop measurable goals and reporting 
requirements.



Other components

•
 

Create a green purchasing team.
•

 
Reference existing standards, certifications, 
and ecolabels.

•
 

Modify existing specifications.



Thanks for your time.
Feel free to contact me!

johanna.kertesz@state.mn.us
(651) 757-2489

mailto:Johanna.kertesz@state.mn.us
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